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FICCI – The Sole National Issuing & Guaranteeing Association 
(NIGA) for ATA & UN TIR Carnets in India
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What is ATA Carnet?

Why Invented?

It eliminates complicated Customs declarations to be made, 
or deposits, guarantees or bonds to be lodged at borders 
and Customs points

Duty/tax free admission of goods up to one year



INTERNATIONAL PASSPORT FOR

Goods Covered

• Commercial Samples

•   Exhibits

•   Professional Equipment
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ATA Carnet 

• Joint initiative by World ATA Carnet Council (WATAC), Paris in 
association with World Customs Organization (WCO)

• accepted in 78 countries

• each member nation has an apex organization, as National 
Issuing & Guaranteeing Association (NIGA)



78 PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES IN WHICH THE ATA CARNET SYSTEM 
IS IN FORCE

Algeria Hungary New Zealand
Andorra Iceland Norway
Australia India (for Exhibition Only) Poland
Austria Iran (wef 15.11.05) Portugal
Belarus (wef 15.8.04) Ireland Romania
Belgium Israel Russia
Bulgaria Italy Senegal
Canada Ivory Coast Serbia (wef 1.11.04)
Chile (wef 1.10.05) Japan Singapore
China                                   Korea Slovak Republic
Croatia Latvia Slovenia
Cyprus Lebanon South Africa
Czech Republic Lithuania Spain
Denmark Luxembourg Sri Lanka
Estonia Macedonia Sweden
Finland Malaysia Switzerland
France Malta Thailand
Germany Mauritius Tunisia
Gibraltar Mongolia (wef 15.4.04) Turkey
Greece Morocco United Kingdom
Hong Kong Netherlands United States of America
Pakistan                              Montenegro                                             Bosnia & Herzegovina  
Ukraine                               Moldova                                                   Indonesia
UAE                                    Madagascar                                             Brazil

Qatar    



Part of the System since August 1990

ATA CARNET IN INDIA

 Operationalized by Notification 157/90 Customs, as amended.

 Initially in India, ATA System dealt with only those goods covered 
under the Government Approved Exhibitions/Fairs or Similar 
Events. 

 However, with effect from 5th October 2016, the Government vide 
Notification No. 58/2016-Cus extended the scope of ATA Carnet to 
cover Private Exhibitions/Fairs or Similar Events. 

 The scope of system has been further expanded vide CBIC
Notification No. 04/2018 dated 18th January 2018 to cover
professional equipment meant for TV/film shoot, press/media
coverage, sporting events, testing & calibration etc.



The ATA Carnet System
What are its practical advantages?



Advantages of ATA Carnet System 

Valid for One year ; Allows for multiple 
entries/exits into foreign countries within 

its one-year validity

Single document for all customs 
transactions - replaces the national customs 

declaration at each entry/exit points 

FICCI



 eliminates posting financial 
guarantee in foreign country

no cash deposit of 
duties/taxes

capital is not locked in 
foreign customs custody

reduces risk associated 
with carrying large sums 
of foreign currencies

FICCI

Advantages of  ATA Carnet System 



Who can Apply for ATA Carnet?

• Any Company or An Individual
• Start-Ups/SMEs
• Customs House Agents or Freight Forwarding 

Companies



How to Apply for ATA Carnet?



Apply online through www.atacarnet.in
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List of Documents Required
ØComplete invoice of the goods to be carried

ØSecurity Deposit in the form of bank guarantee or bank draft for 
the applicable duty in the country of destination plus further 10%

ØProcessing fees

ØApplication Form & Undertaking



Number of  Authorized Customs 
Ports in India

• Delhi
• Mumbai
• Kolkata
• Chennai
• Cochin
• Bangalore
• Ahmedabad
• Hyderabad (ICD)
• Dadri (ICD), Noida (Since January 2014)
• Goa (Since February 2016)
• Jaipur (Since April 2017)



Sample ATA Carnet Document



Major Sectors Using ATA Carnet

 Media & Entertainment 
 Gem & Jewellery
 Automobile
 Engineering
 Leather
 Handicrafts
 Textile
 Individual designers, artists etc.
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FICCI’s Initiatives

FICCI Initiatives with the support of CBIC for the Smooth Operation of ATA 
carnet system in India
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No. of Authorized Customs Ports in India Increased to 11:

• Delhi
• Mumbai
• Kolkata
• Chennai
• Cochin
• Bangalore
• Ahmedabad
• Hyderabad (ICD)
• Dadri (ICD), Noida (Since January 2014)
• Goa (Since February 2016)
• Jaipur (Since April 2017)

Some of the Key Initiatives with the support of CBIC:
FICCI’s Initiatives
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• Implementation of India–Taiwan bilateral carnet protocol since April
2014

 Facilitates free movement of Exhibition goods between India and
Taiwan

Some of the Key Initiatives with the support of CBIC:

FICCI’s Initiatives
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• Expansion of Scope of ATA Carnet to private exhibitions/fairs and
professional equipment

Some of the Key Initiatives with the support of CBIC:

FICCI’s Initiatives



FICCI

UN TIR – Multimodal Customs Transit System

• India acceded to TIR Convention in June 2017 - the Customs Convention on International
Transport of Goods under cover of TIR Carnets.

• Facilitates seamless movement of goods between member countries
Supported by: The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), TIR Convention 
Bodies

• Managed by: International Road Transport Union (IRU), Geneva

Operationalised by the Customs Circular No. 48/2018 –Customs dated 3rd December 2018.



Number of  Authorized 
Customs Ports in India

• Nhava Sheva
• Mundra
• Kolkata
• Chennai
• Cochin
• Vishakhapatnam
• Krishnapatnam

Inland Container 
Deports (ICDs)

• Tughlakhabad
• Patparganj
• Dadri
• Ahmedabad
• Hyderabad
• Pune
• Durgapur



FICCI

Sample UN TIR Carnet



FICCI

First UN TIR shipment arrived to India from Afghanistan via Iran's 
Chabahar Port on March 13, 2019 at Nhava Sheva, Mumbai



FICCI

First Export Pilot 
shipment on UN TIR 
from India to 
Afghanistan from Nhava 
Sheva, Mumbai via 
Iran's Chabahar Port on 
February 20, 2020 



How to Apply for 
UN TIR Carnet?

Contact 



Who can 
Apply for               
UN TIR 
Carnet?

 AEO operators are eligible.
 Any Company/Entity or Customs House Agents/Freight Forwarders

which has business activities for at least 3 years (No previous record
of serious criminal offences linked to the economic activity of the
business in the past) – Subject to CBIC approval.

 Application form & undertakings
 Admission Guarantee in the form of a Cash Deposit or a Bank

Guarantee
 Processing Fee
 Signed the Declaration of Engagement
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FICCI’s Initiatives

Working on the implementation of e-TIR (Electronic version of TIR
carnets) with the support of IRU, Geneva – Expected to be implemented
in India by the end of this year.

FICCI Initiatives with the support of CBIC for the Smooth Operation of TIR 
system in India



FICCI’s Role 
as                               

National Issuing and Guaranteeing 
Association (NIGA) 
for the operation of                                                                       
ATA & UN TIR system 

in India



Jointly responsible with Customs for the operation and administration of ATA 
& UN TIR system at the national level

Relations with WATAC & IRU Secretariat 

Relations with Foreign Guaranteeing Associations

Handling of Customs claims and disputes on national and foreign 
Carnets

Payments of duties and taxes to national Customs

Training 

Promotion and marketing

FICCI’s Role as National Issuing & Guaranteeing Association (NIGA) in India



We look forward to get more ATA & UN TIR Carnet users from the 
Industry.   For further  details please contact:

FICCI-ATA & UN TIR Carnet
Federation House, 
1 Tansen Marg, 
New Delhi – 110 001
Ph: 011 23738760-70 (11 lines)  
Fax: 011-23721504, 23320714, 23325158 (D)  
E-mail: vijayalakshmi.s@ficci.com / atacarnet@ficci.com/tircarnet@ficci.com
Web: www.ficci.com/www.atacarnet.in
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Questions?




